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• "^ ANNALS OF IOWA Opinion adverse to either selection of delegates or to an expression of the party's preference in tbe mattr of a oand" ii:r:;:!'?A^^^"r?^^^ ^--«^--t-^ action vl d M "r "' ''' ^^"-"^-" ^«'^ «t Iowa C2
2d. Nevertheless we may suspect serious designs. The language of the caU already c,uoted, clearly had some detinite proceedings m view. Abo.t the same time a similar su^ge t.on wa.s being acted upon witb vigor in Oregon. The Repubheans of tbat territory in their convention. April 21 18 •nstrueted tbeir delegates, selected at the time for the na t.onal eonvenfon 'Mo use their influence to secure the nomination 0 Hon W. II. Seward of New York, as candidate for I resident ; but in case they cannot secure his nomination then iurtber proceedings are left to their discretion."^ Whether be actmn contemplated by tbe movers in Iowa was designed to enure to the benefit of Bates or Seward or Cameron we perhaps cannot determine. Nevertheless tbe friends and promoters of ¡.hose candidates were already instituting measures to secure the favor and active aid of party leaders in various sections of tbe eountry. Taking the personnel of the state cen ral committee as a basis for Judgment we mav surmise that the design of tbe movement was favorable to the candidacy of Mr. Bates. Mr. Jerome, one of the signers, as we have seen, was opposed to action. Mr. Clarke, an ardent antislavery advocate, almost, if not an out-and-out abolitionist was one of tbe stauncb Seward men at Cbicago tbe following year. Messrs^ Ka.s.Hon, Hoxie and Seeley wore probably favor able to Mr^ Bates, rather than Mr. Seward; and Mr. Rusch . because of his relations witb Mr. Kasson would doubtless have concurred With the colleagues just named; at least Messrs Kasson and Hoxie gave their votes to Mr. Bates on the first ballot at Chicago. Meanwhile another maneuver was in progress that was not without influence in determiiiin<r the party-s ehoiee at Chicago, For some time public spirited citizens in the larger cities of the west had been looking with designing eyes upon the members of the Republican uational committee and making plaus to secure its decision to hold the next national convention in their respective cities. The national Democratic convention in 1856 was held at Cincinnati; and citizens of Wheeling. Indianapolis. Chif-afro and St. Louis entertained liLsty hopes oí securing the Republican convention in 1860. From Mr. Ilowell's assertion previously quoted, it seems that Wlieeliníí was generally accorded the presumption of the selection, but. as the event proved, without warrant. For the most part, of course, the motives animating those seeking the eommittee s favorable action were the issue of ordinary'communal desires to enhance local fame and enjoy the eclat of such national gatherings. But otber motives in other minds were pmbably the decisive factors in determining the selection of the convention city.
Environment is a condition, if not a determinant, iif achievement in politics. Local influences may play a conspicuous and on occasion a vital part in the aeeision.s of eonv. ntions. The location of the city wherein they are held, if remote from ei'uters of population or difficult of access, may prevent many influential leaders and important elements participating in their delibi-ratious. and thus seriously affect decisions Moreover, the influences of a community, always numerous omnipresent and vocal, sometimes subtle aud subterranean' under the direction of alert, aggressive and intelligent leaders are often most potent in making tilings come to pass. They are not always deeisive-are seldom the ehief factors-unless other for-ces and considerations are evenly balauced; then local influences when concentrated and co-ordinated may force the tilt of tlip bejini and decide tlie result.
Any one familiar with the ways of practical politicians today need not be told how carefully such matters are attended to by party leaders in closely contested political battles. We ANNALS OF IOWA nmv fairlv premuiu^ that politicians fifty years aj,'o were DO less alert to .ueh considerations. The friends and promoters of Chase. McLean and Wade, of Bates and Lincoln wonld naturally prefer to hav.' the eonvi'ntion held west of the AlieKhenies at or nearest the neat ..f th<Mr local fame and influence If we could obtain access to their correspondence, or that of their mana,'ers or of Ihe party ehiefs in Iowa, we shonld doubtless tind that the political .tïeet of the locus of the convention was seriously canvassed. One of President Lincoln's most distinguished biographers tells us that the sélection of the convention city was not made nntil Februar>1 8G0 and that the maneuver effecting the decision m favor ot Chicajro was the work of Norman P. Jndd. member of the nati.mal con.mittee from Illinois; and further, that the unportanee of the maneuver was realized by "no one except the Illinois politicians.'" There are ground, for doubting the correctness of thes<-assei-tions.
Iti the latter pa.-t of August. 1859, Senator James Harlan, then at his home in llount Pleasant, Iowa, received a letter from Mr John D. DcFrees of Indianapolis. Indiana. His correspondent was a mnn uî considerable influence among the "Hoosicrs " For many years he liad been one of the leading editor« of that state. At the tittie ho was chairman of the R^pul)liean state central coinmittce and was on the eve ot starting a new Republican paper í^/^. Daily Atlas) ;-a man, Life of Abraham Lhicohi, Vol. 1.
and Medlll foUowed a few ^=i>« '^«^' ;^'"' whoiif botli conservative and ington. naming I.inco n as a candidate on whoni »oui ^^^^^ ^^^^^v ention for Chicago." ,",,.,"."_ .,",1 ijuer one of his biographers. Mr one nf Mr. Linoiln P ronfrcifs •'"'''';*^'^,° securing the convention at W. C. Whitney, a'«" ^'\^?-''^J" "^^.^^r /decS.^ th:^t all conventions Clii<-;iKi' to air. Jiul.l. \Vi h ""'^'.,^[™n.i that Ml-. Judd made the -novel had theretofore been he hi in II e ^'l^^^.^":!^^;'^^ should be held at Chicago proposition in the coniniittee V^-^^,,^ ' /.^"V.";/ fVm the ancient custom of He ;.r[ined that the iH.morrats ha^ ,*1":.P''\V ("arleston ; now. argtied he. me:'tinfJ at Bnltimore. '^"'V''''^'^i ^..^^rinVrSn where %ve can mFVke let us fi.llow their exanipU> and "f^f.^.l" 'lion He carefully kept "Old pros.'lyu-.'i hy the rfspt-(;t «'.'^ P^S'.i,'A'i'^./fo He¿ any personalhearlng the îihe-out of sight, ""^'/''tñv,^ o^^h/' ùr^in^tfon. Jiirtd nirried his point. place of meeting was to ha^c V'\'''^,n"r^.,V'he<l the various railway comfee wa« a railway biwyer. ^7, '^^,;^P.P'^^*'\,7;suaded hem to make ve.ry THE REPUBLICAN PRELIMINARIES OF 1^60 247 we are told, wl.> was regarded by (May and (;ñttenden, \Neh-Ir and Corwin as a very "adroit politician.-After referIg to his new editorial duties and his purpose to advocate and puL.e a moderate or '•eonserv.tive" poliey relative to national politics he says:
While I shall not war pufUciy on the extreme ground occupied by «on e of our friends, I know that Indiana cannot be earned on Ume an,l place. Please talk vvU. U bim on this suMect.
Mr DeFrees-letter retleets a eoneern lest radiealism shonld úe the rank and file and foree the nomination ot a" extremfor President who would work the party's defeat ,n th h livrs to ^^^ P™"<™-for President ŵ "htful states-a eoneern .ha, "ne <lise,,vers to an,<,n. all the old party whoelhorseH ,n those ««^ • J^ . U-ead manifested itself in 1859 and 1860 in earnest pU^s and ,1 nlans for an "Anti-Seward" J.rogram rather than m re'e isi'tLt, »y.,temati.. efoHs to push the nomination of 1 -favorite son" or the favorite of a faction or of a seot.on. Indiana had no candidate, hut h..r population was for the mos. :rt olposed of people of southern anteeedents, affiliations Li.l sv,M|.athi,.s (Mr. DeFrees wa» Inmself a Tennesseean) and the Hit,: notions of the anti-slavery propagandists were leLived hv them with hnt little favor. Ideabst.e sent.ment that prompts a party to pinnae ah.a.l of the traditions and omnlon sense of the people, or to rnn eounter to popii a prejudices, ¡s a rock of offense and not a force making fo. success It is elear from Mr. DeFrees' letter that the opponents of Oovernor Seward mnst have been canvassing the ad-•Jam..« Harlnn. ^""'"""'''"'í'' ".ï'e'îirt ,r 1. Indcbte.i to Mr. and t ltf and use the l=ttw »bo« the ^J"g ' p Shmbaugli of •Jam..« Harlnn. ^""'""'í .ïeîirt ,r 1. Indcbte.i to Mr. and slot! to cltf and use the l=ttw »bo« the ^J"g ' g p Shambaugli of Mrs. Robert T. Lincoln ot Ch'mgo. ,ml tJJ i. Tbe national committee had the matter of tbe selection of the convention city under advisement for a considerable time In April tbe citizens of Wheeling preseuted a memorial to tbe committee seeking a decision favorable to that city.^ On May 25tb. tbe committee met at Albany. New York, and altbou-b some twenty members ueie pi-esent. no decision as to time and place could be reaebed. Tbe report made via tbe dispatches read-'The proceedings are strictly private but it is thoLudit the decision will be in favor of boiding tbe convention at St LOUIS, MO., or some otber place in Virginia."^' Evidently at that time, either representatives of the west or anti-Seward members outnumbered the Seward members of tbe committee Tlie matter bung fire for some time. In tbe latter part of the year the subject was "agitated in different localities " St Louis, Chicago and Indianapolis being "the most prominent places named.-The press in Iowa does not appear to bave paid luuch attention .to the question. One editor however expressed a decided preference. Mr. Jerome declared in favor otOueago as his first choice, of St. Louis as bis second and of , Doc. 15, 1859.
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249 índianapoMs as his third elioice.' The decision wa« not made until December 22d followinfi. The committee met in New York City. Tho part taken by Iowa in the meeting is uot certain. Governor Lowe had ceased to be a member His place had heen fiUed by Mr. Andrew J. Stevens, a banker and hroker of Des iroines, who was then or later, an advocate ot Governor Seward's nomination. At the time of the meet, m^' of the committee he eould not attend, his proxy and vote beni^r held and exercised by Senator J. R. Doolittle of Wisconsm.= Mr. Jndd of Illinois concurred naturally in the action of the committe,. and he was no doubt "no of the effective promoters of the movemnit makin-for the deeision, but it would appear that he was only one of many conspiring to secure the benefit of local enviroinnent adverse to the candidacy of the Senator from New York.
The contrariety of minds relative to the significance of the action of the committee is illustrated in an interesting and significant fashion in the editorial comments of two editors of opposite politieal faith. Mr. Jerome of Iowa City expressed himself as-follows:". . . we think it eminently fit that a eity which has maintained h.-r republicanism amidst such opposition. 'b<.arding the Douglas in his den.' richly deserves this flattering testimonial. Chicago herself is a truJ typo and representative of the already great and growing Republican party . . . She is emphatically a free city. Her merchants are not satellite-s and ñunkeys-they do not, as Philadelphia and some other cities have done, propose to sell their principles with their goods. Political auctions have not and we trust never will, come into vogue with her people "-^ The work ot Douglas' opponent evidently was the matter in mind tbat U was issued in "accordance with the general expressir.n of public sentiment." Tbe justification for tbe asseniblv so many niontbs before tbe natuma convention was put" upon two grounds. First the national convention "would be beld at a much earlier date tban is usually appointed for <-nlling a state convention for tbe Bommation of state officers." and second, it was "most convenient to procure a general representation of cnnutics durnii: Ibe session of the legislature. "^•-As the Republicans of nearly all nf tbe nortbern or free states did not call their state conventions until tbe next year was well advanced toward the date set for tbe national convention, oue caniiot repress some curiosity respecting tbc real reasons for not tbus waiting in this instance. Tbe postpone-,,,.,"t for two niontbs would still bave enabled n.einbers of tbe state leu^islaiun-to serve as delegates from tbeir respeetive ,o,n,ties. Tbere is more tban tbe sbadow ..f a reason fo. "^¡"|.,". that another consideration besides tbe selection ot delegates to tbe Chicago convention might have been n. tbe minds of some of the members of tbe state ceiiir=d .-unimittee 'Tíie Register. Dec. 31, 1859. =i(t Charle-^ Intelligencer, Nov. 24, lSo.'. "ib., Dec. 22, 185ÍI. wh.n they concurred in calling the special convention for .iüitunry 18th.
The term ot* Iowa's senior Senator, James Harlan, was about expiring. His siieeessor was to be chosen by the legislature which was to eonvene in Des Moines, January 9. Senator Harlan desired re-election and his renomination by his party was generally assumed and conceded. Nevertheless, there w^rc sundrv. aiul not a f<-w eith.M-. who did not favor his re-election enthusiastically. Some, perhaps, because of personal i-easons, such as discontent with his course at Washington : some because of his 'Mocality"-his home Mt. Pleasant was a short distance from Burlington, tho hom.. of his col.a>nie James W. Grimes: some hecause they were not unwiling to succeed him if ehance might offer. Senator Har an s fri.iuls in various parts of the Stat. detected signs ot attempts Rt the furtherance of the senatorial ambition of some of the party leaders and in some anxiety warned him oí the fact ' In the middle of December political circles were stirred by an editorial in The Nonpareil of Coiuicil Bluffs in which MV Maynard plumply protested against the assumption that Mr. ITarhm hml any claim to be his own successor that the party or tho people were in honor bound to recognize; rather the ¿embers of the general assembly should canvass men regardless of particular services or sacrifices and select, the hest man. Mr. Dunham of The Daily Ilawk-hye endorsed the sentiments with considerable emphasis.Î f there was anv design adverse to Senator Harlans reelection to the national Senate in the date fixed for the state convention it was conceived in the hope that the concurrence of the convention with the opening of the general ass.mblv might produce a situation favorable to serious disturbaneVs in tbe alignment of the Senator's forces. The selection of the speaker of the lower house eng^niders frequently intense feeling among the ri^al aspirants. The assignment of members t.. committees in the respective houses and the appointment of the various clerks and state officers by the legislative caucus, often produces furious animosities and the acids
Of disappointed hopes may cause all sorts of reactionary movements whereby enemies and rivals may secure benefits. It such hopes were indulged the desire of many to attend the national convention at Chicago as delegates would increase the tradnig stock of those who sought thus to manipulate the situation. AVhatever the design might have been it was futile for Senator Harlan was re-elected without dissent from his ow^n party workers.
The call for the convention elicited but a few comments or suggrestions. Indeed one is likely to suffer from surprise at the general iudifforenee and non-attention to the work It was designed to accomplish. Sundry facts may explain the popular inattention. Congress met for the most momentous session m its history. The President's message contained references and recommendations that were as firebrands thrown into a tinder box. The deadlock over the election of the Spenkcr, the hubbub created by congressioual endorsement of Uelpor'H Impeding Crisis, and tho denunciatiou and recj-imination resulting from the attack on Harper's Ferry-all these matters and others absorbed public attention to the exclusion of most local matters. There were, however a few e.^pressi(>ns worth uofing. for they illustrate again with force and point the general attitude urged by prudent party leaders as tlie appropriate course for the party to pursue in selecting Us representatives, and their proper procedure in selecting the party's standard bearer for the campaign to ensue.
Mr. Teesdale briefly commends the date fixed for the convention for the reason assigned in the call and emphasizes the urgent need for a large representation from all counties so that the ''true sentiment of the State" may be faithfully reflected by the men selected to go to Chicago. He asserts that "nothing but the wildest imprudence and folly on the part of the Republican national t'onventiou. can prevent the election of a K.-publi.an President and Viee-President in 1860. In order to insure wise action in the national body the action of the state body must bo judicious and wise,-the success of the cause being the pammouut consideration.''" 'The Iowa Weeklj/ Citiaen, Dec. H, 1859.
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253 P heretüfore eHed came an editorial particular attention for its ..guiticanco and susge.-Among the accession, to the ranks of the KepubHcan Pe la L > Tfl •ft 0;,! P f "'"'*'^''. " ''*'' ""'^"' "-«-"--^y a body ot Dutch l',lg,."ns, enngrauts from Holiand because of reM«-..n.. persecution. .Aithough not always dominant in its conl le he was .mt.l his death uny.csfonably Us most "II ..-"t.al c.tuen. On comn.« to this country his antagonism o strong centrai government caused hin, to affiliate w.th the Democratic party. Its attitude toward foreigners further en eouraged him. On the subject of Slavery he was a stout opponent of the system, but followed Ileiu-y Clay in mat aunng the rights of owners of siaves against the attacks of abolitionists.. The repeal of the Missouri Compromis and th Kansas-Nebraska bill distressed him greatiy but he did it tha tha Know-Nothingism and Abolitionism were the predomant eonsideration ,n its councils.-The scandal in conon with the Lecompton constitution in Kansas was too ...u 1, tor him and he joined the K.publicans m the spring or .a, y summer of 1859. His change of party faith made a I onsKlerable disturbance because of his great influence in 1 ella where he had long guided the majority in political dis---"n by means of The Pella Omette, whieh he both pubish. d and edited.^. On reading the call for the special conven again we have prudence urging eautious and cone Lnduct. Polities is an eminently praefc^d njatto. depends no less upon rapid adjustments to eond.tons 'f f -d -pporte.s: and Sued depends no less upon rapid aj 'han upon'1. pos.ess,.,n of forces -d -pporte.s: and ditions are nsually confnsed and eonius.ng. si-fmg v We doseopie facility and profusion. The ed,tor>al has add« ntrest fr'om the faet that t.,e convent,on soon to convene a DCS Moi,.es seleeted Mr. Schölte as one of ^e party ^ji* gates at large to the national convention ; and h.s eomse iulfilled his own advice.
, , This narrative of developments in 1859 may t,ttmgly clo e with an excerpt from one of lowaV great party leaders to Lother partv ehieftain then abont to enter upon a d.st.n-: ;:,! 'are«, in our State and national ''«tory-bo hm» ti d strategy of politics. The : ;:,! are« in our S masters of the tactics and strategy of politics. «as written tn Govcrnor-dect Kirkwood by Senator James ; Grin^and was dated at Washington, D. C. December 26' 1859 It aptly and adeqnately reflects and summar, s tít a ftude of the party leaders and of the rank and hie "f th< ilepubUean party in Iowa towards the nomination "t their candidate for President. Those familiar with the history of Iowa and of Congress wiil .-iri'nCiate the warrant for Setiator Grimes' assertion that Mr. Jaa. F. Wiison waa an "efflclent" canvasser ; but few wiU realize Its fitness in the case of Mr Samuel F. MiUor. All chroniclers refer to his reputation as a cogent and powerful pleader at the bar of his county and of the Supreme Court of Iowa; but no one refers, so far as the writer knows, to his strength in the popular forum. Inquiry of G.-iipral John W. Noble of St Louis, who piacticfd in the same courts with Mr. Miller from lSao to 1863 elicited the Information that in public debate "he was superbly aggressive both in argument and in jiesturo and voice; and ho flinched not at any conclusion to which his premises logicaiiy iead him." In the campaign of 1860 he threw himseif with "that energy and intellectual force of which he posHessed so much, and he was as daring a leader In debate as he would have been in a cavalry charge. . . ." General Noble then relates Mr Miller's discussion witli Judge J. M. Love at Keokuk of the Issues of that campaign and the fears of Disunion in case Mr. Lincoln was elected and the dramatic and thrilling rojoinder of Mr. Miller, particularly when, with inten.-se feeling, he said. "Sir. if these principies When duly adopted by the people of the United States, because distasteful to a minority, whether North or South, may lead to conflict of arms, I for one will abide the issue. I. for one, would rather see. if see I n^ust bayonets crossed over the ballot box, than not to have the baliofs decree carried into effect, even hy the whole force of my country's power." The ^tíoct was ••electric." Letter of General John W. Noble to the writer. St. Louis. Mo.. February 17, 1010.
The First Party Decision in 1860.
When lowans began their reckonings in January. I860, the surface of the waters exhibited but few signs of strenuous activity in state or national politics. There was no uproar, and no general fuss, as the forces and factors contending for power and places were uot concentrating sufficiently so that partisan passions and factional prejudices upheaved in foam and fury; but here and there commotion was considei-able, for the currents were running with vigor. We must appreciate somewhat the nature, velocity and momentinn of the major currents in order to realize the conditions under which the K-epublicans of Iowa made their first substantial decision iu determining their attitude towards party principles, procedure and candidates in the presidential contest of 1860.
(a) Contrary Considerations Affecting Paity Interests.
The Legislature of Iowa was due to assemble at Des Moines in regular session, January 9th, and all classes contemplated its sessions with miscellaneous hopes and fears-all parties conceded that it would be one of the "most important sessions ever held iu this state."^ The Republicans had complete possession of all the offices of the State, executive, judicial and legislative. Their leaders represented the State in both houses of Congre.çs. They held their supremacy by a narrow margin, however, the campaign of 1859 taxing their strength to the uttermost. The problems and perplexities of the party leaders when the chiefs began to ingather at the state capital for the inauguration of Governor-elect Samuel fT. Kirkwood. were numerous and ]iTessing.
The friends and guardians of the "Maine" law, prohibiting the sale of intoxicating beverages, were greatly incensed at the progressive imbecility in its administration, due to the insertion of "wine aud beer" clauses and the elastic interpretations of "mechanical, medicinal and sacramental" purposes in tlie law's exemptions. They insisted upou drastic strengthening, while the enemies of the law-the Germans TAe Dubugne Herald, Januarj-4. 18GÛ.
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257 preeminently-belligerently demanded radical relief from its irksome provisions. The foreign bom in the State-and here again the Germans ehiefly^were uneasy and exhibited a bellicose temperament. Both the outgoing Governor in his message and the incoming Governor In his inangnral address urged the passage of a "Registry Law" whieh all knew would mainly and immediately affect aliens adversely, and they, mindful of the *'Two Year Amendment" in Massaehussetts in 1859, were very suspicious and insistent upon marked consideration. The situation was more forcefully than politely described in the repoi-ted remark of a Iiepubliean editor, who said: "To get an office at the hands of the Legislature, a man must be born again-born in Germany by G !"B ut for the most part, anxieties aud ambitions anent finance and commerce animated the public mind. Industry after miieh blood-letting, was recovering with painful slowness from the severe depression following in the wake of the panic of 1857. the worst effeets of which were not felt in Iowa until 185Í).-Resulting in considerable measure therefrom, the finances of the State were in a bad way. Public accounts in city, county and state administrations were generally in sorry confusion and charges of malversation and misappropriation were common. The school funds of the State were particularly thus affected-interest thereon to the amount of $120,000-an enormous amount at that time-being in default at the time Governor Lowe sent in his message to the Legislature, January 10th. The State, county and city treasuries were all seriously embarrassed by deficits due to delinquent taxes and local discussion was highly charged with the bitter animosities issuing from "tax sales" and resulting ouster of delinquents. But banks and railroads engaged the major interests of the public. fir rathci-tlio lu-^'anization of its branches, progre^ed amidst some misadvLTitiire that was greatly magnified by reason of the general industrial deprossion. Just wheu business was getting righted, commercial confidence, particularly in eastern central Iowa, siiifered a violent shock on December 16, 1859, from the failure of a prominent hanking house of Davenport. That institution was the chief sponsor of the notes of a notorious "wild cat" bank located at Florence, Nebraska-one of the members of the firm being a director of the branch of the State Bank at Davenimrt.' Thon, as now, private bankers were alert and aggressive in furthering their interests and their secret caucuses aroused in>()ular prejudices." Cries of "monopoly" and hroad hints of fell designs among the money changers and "note shavers" were eommon, and these gained much credence among the discontented when Governor Lowe in his message, declared his hostility to "Free Banks," and recommended tbat the notfis of the State Bank be made legal tender for taxes and its branch^ fiscal agents of the State and counties.
Railroads, however, comprised the greatest complex of interests that induced tlie public to concentrate its attention Tipon the T.egislatiire in January. IHfiO. Then as now. these powerful agencies stirred the animosities and ambitions of politicians and public alike, for their promoters had to appeal to and utilize tbe law and ordinance making and taxing bodies of the State. In previous years railroad projects had heen promoted with feverish and reekless haste. Counties and cities had run riot in authorizing bond issues and tax levies for railroads. Charges of corrupt practices in connection therewith were not infrequent. In 1856 extensive land grants had been given four companies to expedite the completion of projected lines. They failed to fulfill their promises. Popular expectations were sadly disappointed and puhlic discussion was rife with demands for the annulment of the contracts and tbe cancellation of the grants. The dissatisfaction became so resentful that repudiation, or attempts thereat, hecame common and innnmerable lawsuits were instituted to Wavenport Gazette, cited în The Gate City, December 23. 1859. 'The Duhiiqne ilrrnlfl. Jjinunry 11, 1860. enforce or to enjoin the i^ue of bonds or tbe spreading and collection of tax levies in aid of railroads. In December, 1859, the Supreme Court of Iowa declared invalid a bond issue of Scott county wherein Davenport is situate.' Nevertheless, many communities ardently sought railroad connections and strove to secure tbe forfeited grants of tbe defaulting companies, aud tbe holders of tbeir stocks and bonds naturally desired to realize something from tbeir holdings. All parties -protesting taxpayers and railroad builders--looked to tbe General Assembly for relief.-Rum(u-s were soon afloat tbat railroad promoters expected to "send down to Des Moines this winter a strong 'lobby' of hired 'constitutional lawyers' for tbe purpose of operating upon tbe Legislature.^ Mr. J. B. Grinnell, himself an ardent promoter of railroad enterprises in iliose days, wrote the St. Louis Jíejmhlican, a week or so before the General Assembly met tbat "tbe State Aid question promises to arise in Iowa at tbe meeting of the Legislature," an assertion tbat aroused adverse suspicion aud inquiries, "Who are the managers? Whose plan is to be followed?"* With local conditions thus exceedingly difficult for political leaders either to control easily or to deal with safely, the atmosphere was made electric by sundry matters of national moment that then crowded to the fore. Iowa and Iowans were more cli^ely connected with John Brown's raid into Virginia and bis attack on Harper's Ferry than eitber law or etbics justified. Tbe villages of Tabor and Springdale had been rendezvous for his band prior to the foray. At least threê stokes V. County of Scott, 10 la. Sup. Ct. Reports, 166. The intense feelings and snbterriineati currents are suggested in a series ot resolutions adopted at Nevada, in Story county, at a Mass Convention of the citizens of that county, January 7th, in which the faliure of the Iowa Central Air Line to complete ita contract is denounced, the ability and intentions of the Dubuque, Marlon and Western R, R. Co. are denied, and tlie Cedar Rapids and Missouri R. R. Co. is comMifniied to the I^egrlslature and the transfer tiiereto of the land grants :isl(i-d. The latter road enjoyed their confidence "hacked, as it Is. by two liowerfiil railroad organizations, and composed of our own citizens. In connection with eastern capitalists, who have already huilt, without any aid from the government, the longest line of railroad in the State." The convention by the same resolutions "instructed" their Senator and Representative In the Legislature "to use all honorable means to secure" the lieslred transfer of the land grant in question. Iowans, Jeremiah Anderson, Brown's "faithful henehman,"â nd the brothers. Barclay and Edwin Coppoc, took part in the raid. Soon after Brown's capture tbe dispatches announced that among Brown's papers \verc found letters of two prominent Republican leaders of Iowa, namely Mr. Wm. Penn Clarke of Iowa City, and Mr. Josiah B. Grinnell of Grinnell, the former then the reporter for the Supreme Conrt and the latter a state Senator; and suspicious partisans of the "Administration" charged that the correspondence was incriminating.-Ou December 16. 185Í), the "Select Committee" of the Senate of which Senator John M. Mason of Virginia was chairman and Jeffereon Davis of Mississippi was a potent memher. begau its inquiry into the "invasion ;" and on January 5, 1860, its hearings began at Washington and some of Iowa's eitizens expected summons to appear at the inquisition to toll what they knew of the "aid and comfort" given the conspirators at Tahor, Des Moines. Grinnell, Iowa City, Springdale and Davenport.-' Coincident with the latter proceedings Governor John Tjeteher of Virginia issued (Jan. 10) a requisition on th«' Chief Executive of Iowa for the apprehension of Barclay Coppoc a fugitive from justice in Virginia, the niisjoinder of which two weeks later produced one of the dramatic episodes of tliose stirring days^-^explosions in the Legislature and a ringing message in rejoinder from Governor Kirkwood.
Into this highly charged atmosphere camo Governor Kirkwood's inaugural address, delivered {Jan. 11) in person to the General Assembly. Three-fifths of his discourse was devoted to national issues-Jobn Brown and Harper's Ferry, Slavery and Colonization. Brown's eourse tbe new chief magistrate of Iowa condemned "nnqnalifiedly, " not only as "unlawful" hnt wrong and reprehensible and destructive of law and order. Nevertheless he at the same time roundly de- ' nounced Presidents Pierce and Buchanan, charging tbat tbey by tortuous courses "sowed tbe wind" in Nebraska and Kansas, and the South was reaping tbe wbirlwind in Virginia; on tbeir shoulders Kirkwood laid tbe sole responsibility for Brown's "unlawful invasion" of tbe Old Dominion. As with the lightning's ñasb-the inaugural was followed by tremendous tlumdi'r and reverberation. The Democrats returned with furious denunciation of its sentiments. Mr. J. B. Dorr, their most influential editor pronounced its doctrines "infamous."' The Democrats of tbe lower house of tbe legislature filed a solemn formal protest against its deliverance and against its publieation and distribution at public expense, declaring its statements mere dicta and grossly inappropriate as well as unwarranted, palliating lawlessness tbat directly assailed tbo integrity of tbe national union.-It was the violence of feeling tbus created tbat later produced tbe disturbances anent Kirkwood's refusal to bonor Governor Letcher's requisition for Barclay Coppoc just mentioned.
Amidst such a complex of counter currents the Legislature convened: and delegates to the special Kepublican state convention began to assemble in Des Moines.
Foremost in tbe minds of party leaders and workers was tbe fact that a Senator of the United States bad to be elected, tbe term of Senator James Harlan then nearing completion. This contingency, as all familiar with state politics know, is the alpha and omega of the personal political ambitions of the State had dpmanded a like honor for one of their leaders, and had constantly fanned local prejudices with that eud in view. Party leaders at Dubuque were foremost in urging the election of a northern man. Despite their powerful pressure Governor James W. Grimes, a near neighbor of ]\rr. Harlan. Avas elected as his colleague in 1858; not a few of tlie senior Senator's friends realized the danger in the latter fact. To counterbalance it, political prizes of lesser value went to the north half of the State. This consideration \'as in mind in the nomination of Mr. Kirkwood for Governor in 18;"ii).^ In 1860 Dubuqneliad aspirants for senatorial honors wlio only needed a favorable slant of the beam to induce their announcement. A correspondent of The Gate City, writing from Des Moines, Dec. 26, 1859, significantly obsen-es: "The Senatorial question seems superficially to excite but little attention hvve just now; but the portents of the times are that the vexed question of locality will be exhumed for the benefit of solicitous competitors. "Â ppreciating the situation. Mr. Palmer became a candidate for State Printer. Tn the contest Senator Harlan's managers could not prudently promote the chances of either Mr. Teesdale or Mr. Howell, without arousing the resentment of the "Nnrth-stato" partisans favoring Mr. Palmer. On the other liand neutrality is no less a rock of offense in politics-for tliose adversely affected are wont to suspect that it signifies either indifference or timidity, deadly offenses in the code of lay politicians-those who seek to attain or to hold high office and power must make return iu kind to those humbler personages whose co-operation and votes are essential to their elevation and continuance in power. Somewhat of the importance and heat of the contest may be inferred from the reports of two observers. Another correspondent of The Gate City, "R" wrote Jannar\' 6th that. "Tt ií5 uow thought that In sundry perplexities of this sort and in the highly unstable (conditions outlined, we may well suspect that there "was more truth than partisan presumption and persiflage in the assertions of Mr. Will Porter, the Democratic editor of The State Jmiriml at Des Moines. Ile declared that ifr. Harlan's friends were "anxious and uneasy ;" that "they were afraid of delay and henee they forced hasty action;"^ that there was much suppressed feeling and some "strong expressions of indignation;" that the Democrats asked for a reasonable delay but it was summarily denied. This urgency he asserts was due to the fact that a "particular friend of Senator Harlan, who has for several years lield a position in the Senate received letters from prominent friends and perhaps from the Senator himself, urging an immediate caucus and speedy re-electiontheir purport was: 'delays are dangerous.' " In the course of his comments Mr. Porter throws out a suggestion that although tinged with ironical concern for an unbiased expression of the general sentiments of Republicans on the senatorship, no doubt reflected much of the current comment in the hotel lobbies :
The question is, why this haste? The Repiibliran party have a clear and positive majority, which couM not be affected by any of the ordinary casualties to which Le^slators are subject. Next Wednesday, thn 18th, the Republican State Convention comes off, which will be fresh from the people of that party throughout the State. They might have given to the varions Republican Senators '/fc,, January 11. 18S11. "R" was prob.iijly Mr, Win, Riohanls, then Business Miinaser of The Cute City.
*The Dnili/ towti StatP Jonriuil. January 10, =/(),, January 14, 1860.
and Representatives some counsels direct and healthy from their constituents, as to the general wishes of the party throughout the State, uncorrupted by any macliinationB so rife at the Capitol In Ihis re-election the Republican organization has been shaken to its foundation.' Shrewd as were some of the political leaders foremost in the Republican party of Iowa in 1859-1860, it would be strange indeed if there were not senatorial politics in the fringes of the decision fixing the date of the special state convention to select the delegates to the national Republican convention to nominate their candidate for President. The conditions on the eve of the assembly of the delegates certainly afforded a situation for a free-for-all contest if by some disturbance \\u: (logs of factions had been set upon each other. The near approach of the special convention to select the delegates to go to the national Republican convention elicited no more editorial expressions in the pai'ty press of the State respecting its work or the wisdom of various modes of procedure than did the call for the convention in the forepart of December. One finds no advice, no comment in the columns of Messrs. Aldrich, Drummond. Dunham, Howell, Jerome, Junkin, Mahin, Norria, Rich, Sauders and Teesdale. One must look sharply to discover even in their columns devoted to local news any mention of the caucuses or county convexitions that selected the county delegates to attend at Des Moines. Such laek of expression did not necessarily imply indifterence respecting the presidential contest or languid interest on the part of their readers. It may have been due to wise discretion and prudence. The attendance at the convention demonstrated that public ar party interest was not dormant or lialting. Two inHumtial editors express their feelings-ea(!h in different ways and Iheir observations are worth noting.
'Ib., January 16, 1860. So íívr as tlie writer can discover Mr. A. J. Stevens, a banker of Des Moines, then tlie member oí the national Reiiubllcan committee for Iowa was the only t'lindidate for .Senator Harian's place publicly mentioned ( Capitol Corr., Miiscatine Journul, January 11, 1860 ). Mr. ITarlan's friends sent him many letters informing him of talk of the candiiîacy of Messrs Jacob Hutier of Muscatine. John A. Kasson. and George G. Wright of Des Moines, and of Fitz Henry Warren of Burlington.
Autohiograhpical MSS., pp,  We have already seen the cautious, conservative comments of i[r. Henry P. Schölte of TJie Pella Gazette when the call for the convention was first published. On January* 4th, referring generally to the work of the national convention he says particularly of candidates for its nomination : "We have certainly our personal preferences; but we have abstained to forestall our state and national conventions. Should our state convention deem it necessary to instruct our delegates for whom to give their first vote, well and good ; but should that convention deem it better to give no decisive instructions in that regard, we shall, with good humor, sustain the men who shall be designated. ..." The sentiment which Mr. Schölte expressed reiterates the views of th(i majority of the experienced editors of the State, put forth in their eolumns in 1859. Party government, like government at large, in a republic like ours is posited upon responsible leadership. The masses, or the constituents indicate their general desire and will in the large but seldom undertake to direct specifically as to the modes of realization either in respect of men or measures. To their leaders in couneil they delegate the power to decide, believing that a few selectmen free to act as conditions make expedient, will insure better counsels and wiser decisions than many men of many minds acting indiscriminately and ill-adviscdly.
One hundred miles north of Pella, at Charles City in Floyd county, not far south of the Minnesota line, a new note was sounded^struck by one, too, who previously had been cautious and conservative in expression and suggestion. Mr. Hildrctb in the forepart of 1859. indicated a favorable attitude towards the candidacy of Judge Bates, and an adverse disposition towards that of Senator Seward, for the reason largely that the latter was so generally proclaimed a radical, and reckless extremist upon the subject of Slavery. A decided change in the temperature and drift of public discussion followed John Brown's raid and the publication of Helper's ImpcnrJiii!) Cri.ti.'i. The leaders of the South were infuriated and their denunciation of the abettors and comforters of Browu and Helper was bitter nnd scathing, Accusations of conspiracy, "lawlessness" and treason hurtled through the council chambers at "Washington-not vague hints and sly innuendo but personal mention, bald, direct, brutal. Tbe members of the major party of the North were called indiscriminately *' Abolitionists," a term of utter contempt in the mouths of Southerners and so considered by Northerners. The lieaviest, sharpest missiles of the speeches of the Slavocrats were aimed at one man on whose shoulders they laid the responsibility for Abolitionism, wliich was manifest to them in "nigger stealing." underground railways, opeu defiance of the Fugitive Slave law, all of which had its fruition in John Brown, whose execution for high treason, flagrant and unclenied, was publicly mourned in the North. That man they deemed the spokesman of the North and tbe protagonists of the South declared with but little reserve, that disimion by secession would ensue if he should be made President. The change and concentration in political discussion produced a revulsion of feeling in Mr. Plildreth and a decision not infrequent in. strong natures normally inclined to conservative courses when long subject to direct and increasing malevolence. Considerate ness in conduct, caution, grace and patience under such circumstances, are taken by the provoking party as evidence of weakness or as the shifts and finesse of hostile desiiîn. While with tbe one provoked, patience ceases to be a virtue, cantion seems ill-advised, and he suddenly takes up tbe gauntU't thrown at his feet, for a fight seems demanded and a fight he will give and squarely on the main issue. Mr. Ilildreth, exasperated beyond endurance, gave expression on January 12th to his intense feelings in an editorial that is instructive for more than one reason and it is given at length. Its declarations will indicate with decisive clearness the high voltage of the oli'ctricily with which the atmosphere of political debate in Iowa was surcharged, when the chiefs of the clanii of the Republican party first met in 1860 to decide upon their course in the Chicago eouvention:
We notice that some of the papers in tbe Southern part of the State, are out in favor of Simon Cameron, of Penns^'lvania, as a Republican candidate for tbe Presidency. That Cameron Is an as-268 ANNALS OF IOWA piring man we have known for a long time, and we have no doubt tbat he and his agents are husy in "fixing the flints" of the Western press-in other words, moulding a Western puhlie opinion in his favor. But, gentlemen. Editors of Iowa, this will not do. The antecedents of Simon Cameron are not satisfactory. Such times as these demand a representative man for a Presidential candidate of the Republican party. The doctrine of availability has been practiced upon hy both the great leading political parties, until the nation, both iu character and finance, has been brought upon the brink of ruin.
We believe that the Republicans will be able to .elect whoever they may nominate for President. Then throve aside "availability" and give us a positive man-one whose history and principles are well known and are thoroughly tried-a man who may be fully regarded as tbe emhodiment of the principles and the measures of the party. That man is unquestionably William H. Seward.
Does the reader ask our reasons for this opinion-we answer: The slavery propagandists-now the Democratic party-have made the selection for us. It is around Seward's unoffending head that all their wrath is concentrated. So mnch do they bate and fear him that they are continually threatening a dissoiution of the Union should Republicans dare to exercise their rights under the Constitution and elect him for President.
Our former predilections were for Edward Bates of Missouri, as a Western man and a man representing our sentiments. Our "available" man was John C. Fremont, a man who will draw more votes than any otber one tbe Repnblicans can put in nomination. But our positive man is William H, Seward, and believing that the Repuhlirans can elect any man they may nominate, we go for Seward, heart and KOUI.
Six months ago it was difficult to toll who would or who should be tbe Republican candidate for President, but not so now. As said before, the Southern press and Southern leaders have made proclamations-and indeed it is tbeir one continual bowl-that if the freemen of the North dare to disregard their impudent dictation, and elect to the Presidency. William H. Seward. they will secede from or destroy the Union, and smash up things generally. In our opinion this settles the question for us.
Thus threatened and bullied, men who never preferred Seward to otber well-known and long-tried Republicans for the Presidency, have now but one fixed and unalterable determination in regard to who shall be their Standard-Bearer in I860. Tbey intend to prove that they not only clearly understand their constitutional rights and privileges, hut that they bave the necessary nerve to maintain them. Tbey will not threaten or bully or play the brag-. All that they leave to the men who quailed before old John Brown and his seventeen miserable Abolitionists, and who have heen marching troops up and down the country to frighten away the ähadow of a danger which had no substance, save in their rowardly ai!i)rehensions, and the absence of all self-reliance in the hour of danger. They intend to vindicate their self-respect, to show their estimate of bullying threats, by electing to the Presidency the very man the South would ostracize. They will then leave to him and his co-administrators of the Government the punishment of treason whenever and wherever it dares to exhibit itself. And they have no fears for the result. Barking dogs rarely bite; and when they do. arc certain to be punished for having mistaken their
We can tell our pro-slavery friends, and they had better believe it, that if any portion of this great confederacy whether it be the East or the West, the North or the South, attempts to withdraw from the Union, they will be promptly ipliipped-aye, whipped into subjection. It is all idle to mince the matter. The fiat has gone forth and will be enforced; let Washington. Oregon and California, at the Northwest, or Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts, at the Northeast or the Agricultural States of the North and Center, or the filave States of the South and the Southwest-let any one of them or any combination of them raise the banner of rebellion against the American Union-we care not -what their pretence for treason-as certainly as there is a God above, so certaiu is it, that the offending States, will be whipped into obedience, and the traitors who encouraged rebellion, terminate their career upon the gallows.' Sundry facts in connoetion with the foregoing editorial may well be noted beforR passing on to later phases. In the first place its significance is enhanced when we consider that the writer was not a Harry Hotspur as was Mr, Thomas Drummond of The Eagle of Vinton, nor a radical of the type of Mr. John Mahin of The Journal of Muscatine. He was a cool, deliberate "down east" Yankee who had had twenty years of experience as an editor in Vermont and Massachusetts. Further, at the time he wrote the lines, he was a member of the most potent body in the state government of Iowa, the Board of Education, that under a special clause of the constitution had plenary powers of legislation, supervision, control and adjudication in the finance and administration of the entire educational system of the State, of the common, secondary and the highest state sehools. 'Si. Charles Intelligencer, Jan, 12, 1860. Mr. Hildreth, it is clear, looked upon the movement for the nomination of Senator Cameron of Pennsylvania with some concern, evidently considering it to be gathering decided headway. He, no less than other editors who have been quoted, appreciated the strategic importance of securing the electoral vote of thd Keystone state. But considerations of expediency lnniped together under tbe catch word "availability" were not sufficient to warrant the nomination of the Pennsylvanian at Chicago. He was a shrewd and successful politician, an artful and skilled tactician in the organization and direction of party workers in political campaigns and field maneuvers, in tbe working and control of the "machine" as we put it nowadays. But neither his character nor his eai-eer symbolized the dominant opinion, or, perhaps better, the determining opinion on the major issue uppermost in the public mindto-wit. tílavery. On this issue the entire public was intensely alive. Its consideration could neither be avoided nor hedged against by party leaders, much as they might wish to do so; aud their candidate for the Presidency must needs be satisfactory to the mass of tbe Republicans in the reliable states as well as to tbose in the doubtful states. Seuator Cameron, whether justly or not, bad a reputation that made voters concerned only with the evils of public life, and not at all with tbe game and methods of politics, extremely suspicious ; and however agreeable he might be to the politicians of Pennsylvania, his nomination at Chicago would neither secure the faith nor arouse the enthusiasm of Republicans, let alone win new adherents to the party's standards.
The most .striking facts in Mr. llildretb's editorials are his acceptance of the threats of Secession by the Southern Fire-eaters as deliberate and serious, and his definite and solemn defiance to the promoters of Disunion. Secession had been the bogie of political discussion for many years. In the Fremont campaign in 1856 threats of Disunion were boldly and freely made, but at the North they were generally discounted and ridiculed as "idle talk" and "silly nonsense. and tlie deadlock over the Speakership in Congress, caused a renewal of such threats. "The Capitol resounds with the cries of dissolution," wrote Senator Grimes to Mrs. Grimes, "and the cry is echoed throughout the city,"^ But again the leaders and the press of the Republican party regarded, or at least proelainaed the seditions utterances as partisan tricks -"a game for the Presidency" wrot« Thurlow Weed; "an nndacions humbug," declared Greeley's Trihiinef and Senator Grimes deemed them designed "simply to coerce, to frighten the Kepublieans."-' Throughout 1860 R^'publicans commonly derided the miniatory language of Southerners, although Mr. Rhodes gives us grounds for his suggestion that their scoffing was mainly for party purposes.* A fact significant of this eonelusion-although by no means necessarily so-was the general contempt heaped upon the participants in the "Union-saving Meetings" and programs promoted during the period here considered. The Republican editors of Iowa, as in the older states to the east, regarded such proceedings as nefarious and designed to weaken the strength of their party/' The utter unpreparedness of the North for the catastrophe when the storm broke in 1861, and the tremendous shock and rebound universally witnessed, indicates pretty conclusively that Mr, Hildreth's serious consideration of the ",strong talk" of the Slavocrats was not common. How common Mr. Hildreth's feelings were in Iowa at that time we can not now determine; but we have already noted the defiance of another cool conservative editor, Mr. Howell, In June, 1858, to the treasonable declarations of The Crescent of New Orleans, he replied, "aU such fanatics as The Crescent . . . will be driven like dogs to their kennels or hung by 'Süher' the way.sidc as a warning to traitors," sbould they attempt secession on the election of a Republican President.N oi-mally we sliould expect to find vigorous language of this sort in the columns of Mr. John Mahin's Journal at Muscatine. l)iit for the most part he was silent, at least so far as extended slashing odito]-ials go. On January 12th, in contrasting the character of Charleston and Chicago as convention cities and the spirit and purposes of the men who would assemble in them to represent the two great parties to decide on their national platfoi-ms and t^andidati'S. Mr. Mahin uses some firm language :
. . . all the loud and excited talk of the fire eaters, and the whining of the dirt eaters-the two classes whifh compose the Demorratio party will have no other effect thau to strengthen their determination [of the Republicans] to take the administration of the affairs of the country out of the hand« of the nnscrui)uloi]s demagogues who are now at the helm. The Republican party holds that slavery should be restricted to its present limits, and upon this issue it will nx'eive the hearty support of a large claBs at the South, who believe that slavery operates against the welfare of the States in which it at present exists. Republicans are determined to preserve the Union against the threats and acts of disunionists everywhere; and. as we said, the convention at Chicago will bind together in an invincible phalanx, good and true men, at Ihe North and South, for the election of a president xipon these grounds. Abuses, of course, will be heaped upon the party by the "Democratic" press and "Democratic" orators, but the people cannot he deceived hy any such stuff. They have not forgotten that the fathers of the Repnbl ic occupied the identical iiosition upou the Slavery question that the Repuhiican party now occupies and their decision at the ballot box in November, will be their answer to the "Democratic" argument of the campaign, from which, if not satisfactory to them, they cannot appeal.
Mr. Howell of Thfí Gate City had no advice to offer the delegates to the state convention, but on Januar^' 11th he placed before his readers the name of a candidate for the presidential nomination not heretofore mentioned, but not a name unknown. As was his wont he did so "without prejudice," being completely non-committal as to his own feelings for or against the candidate and his consideration. He said:
'The Gate City. June 30, 1S58. Mr. Kowell. reciting simHai-tlireals In the presidential campaign of 1838. in the event of the elwtion of J. Q, Adams, and again during the speakership contt'at when N, P. Banks was a candidate, observed on the furrent threats : "The Disunion game is an oid game. It is played on purpose to 'guH the flats' and so long as the 'flafs' exist they expect to be successfiii, Wiiethor ihe game is played out iir not is a thing to be proved." (The (Hite Citi/. Pec-emher 26. 1859.) Two weeks later he reproves "Oemocratlc editors fnr not denouncing the suggestion that would be beneficial to the South, (Ib., January fl, 1860,)
The friends of Mr. Dayton have issued a circular to promote his nomination to the Presidency. They say that full conferences have established the fact that he would receive the vote of the united opposition in New Jersey and be certain to carry the State; and they feel confident that the same elements of popularity, the same antecedents and the same general state of things politically in Pennsylvania that prevail in New Jersey would enable him to carry that state.
Mr, Dunham's comment in The Hawk-Eye (Jan. 10th) on the claim of Mr. Dayton's promoters that his popularity in New Jersey and Pennsylvania would carry those states for the Republicans was somewhat eritieal: " ... the fact that he failed to do so as a candidate for Vice-Prcsident in 1856 is not satisfactorily reconciled with this assumption. Mr. Dayton is an eminently conservative man with AVhig antecedents and wonld inake a good president if eleeted." Such comment indicates adverse inclinations hut it is so eushioned with commendation that the critic is not embarrassed if the fates decide ill the candidate's fayor.
Till' writer has discovered but one editorial speeifieally urging the nomination of a particular candidate in the fore part of January. Mr. Orlando McCraney, editor of The Weekly McGregor Press, declared himself again in favor of the nomination of Judge Bates. A portion of his editorial succeeds ;
The time is now drawing near when the candidates of the different parties and interests for their responsible positions are to be brought forward. The political sentiment of the country never before was in so unsettled a conditioTi as today, and but few men in the North at least, are preriared to pledge fidelity to any particular party. The conservative Repuhlican element, we think, will predominate, and the opposition will fall into line
We are but one of the millions Interested in this great political movement, yet we claim the right to be heard. Our vote and our influence will be extended in behalt of the nomination of Edward Bates of Missouri, as the candidate of the people, believing, as we do, that he is not only one of the best, most talented, able and liberal men of the day, but that he is a man who is closely identified with the interest of our portion of the Union. That he will be the friend of the pioneer-that he will exert his influence in opening to commerce our vast west, and giving life and zeal to emigration. 18 274 ANNALS OF IOWA Edward Bates Is also our choice on account cf availability. We regard him as one of the most popular men o£ the day and acceptable alike to tñe Nortli and South, East and West. He has been called forward not by a life spent iu demagogism but by his fellow countrymen, and if the honors and responsibilities of that office are conferred upon him, it will be unasked for and unsolicited by him. He will come into office untrammelled by fealty to party or persons. He will be free to act according to the convictions oE his own mind and wiii make the people an able and worthy president.
Mr. Dunham reprints tbe foregoing without comment.* Tbe significance of surface phenomena in the currents of politics is always difficult to apprehend; just as it is difficult to perceive the purport of eddies and swirls in the currents of our rivers. The following extract from a letter written to The Gate Cty and dated at New Tork City, Jan. 7,1860, is not without interest:
At a social meeting, by invitation, at a private house, one evening this week, where some twenty republicans of the city were present, together with General Pomeroy of Kansas, Gen. Reid, Mayor Leighton, Wm. S. McGavic, D. W. Kilbourne, of Keokuk, Attorney-General Rice of Oskaloosa, and Jacoh Butler, Esq., of Muscatine, there was a decided preference expressed by most of [the] party (exce|)t the Iowa gentleman) for Chase of Ohio. Seward, Chase. Bates, Cameron, and Wade seem to be the most prominent at the present time.-
The adverse attitude of so many different lowans from widely separate sections of the southern half of the State towards the candidacy of Gov. Chase is suggestive. All of the men mentioned were ardent Republicans. Mr. Butler, in particular, was an Abolitionist of a pronounced type. Gov. Chase's record as an anti-slavery man could not be gainsaid except by extremists of the most violent sort. Such disinclination in respect of his nomination must have signified a common belief that he could not be elected if nominated. The local preliminaries incident to the selection of the delegates to attend the state convention at Des Moines aroused but little public interest if we should conclude from the reports 'The Hawk-Eye (wk.), Jan. 21, 1860 . '^The Gate Cii.v, Jan. 18, 1860 
